
Consumer choice in transport   
 

Benefits of cars and public transport 

Stephen Matthews 
22 September 2011 



Getting the balance right 

 

 

   

 

 



Getting the balance right 



Getting the balance right 



Choice and the Kiwi way 



Roads ς the backbone  
of our domestic transport system 

Å 84% of trips made by individuals are in private motor vehicles. 

 

Å Responsible for moving 70% of freight tonne-kilometres within in NZ. 

 

Å Supports 100 million bus trips per year. 

 

Å Facilitates NZôs economic growth.  

 

Å Provides connections for our communities, businesses and meets travels needs. 

 

Å Enables our unique outdoor and recreational orientated life style. 



Benefits of cars 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Convenient , flexible and affordable 

Not subsidised by others 

Multi dimensional users ς motor cycles, trucks ... 

Improved access and mobility facilitates economic  growth 

Flexible load carrying ability 

Faster point to point 

No ticketing, queuing required 

Meet a bus or train point 



Public transport challenges 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under utilised 

Difficult to cover capital and running costs 

Hard to cater for the wide needs of each user 

Expensive ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳōǎƛŘŜŘ   

Can only get you from A to B ς lacks flexibility 

Not always reliable 

Difficult to optimise capacity utilisation ς peak congestion 

Difficult to cater for varying traveller needs 



Lack of investment 
Mt Victoria Tunnel ς 1931 

  

 



New Zealand topography 

  



4,000 km rail track and 90,000 km of roads 

  

4,000 km of rail track 11,000 km of state highway roads   

80,000 km of local roads   



Cars per 1,000 population 2008 

  

Source:  MOT ï Annual Fleet Statistics 2010 
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The Charming Creek railroad tracks  


